
Safety and Security Report 2024/25 

 

Although the suburb of Johannesburg Central is said to have the highest number of contact crime 

incidents, we are pleased to say that Emmarentia has very low crime incidents. 

The worst crime during the year was the armed robbery at Checkers. Over the last couple of months, 

only a handful of crime incidents were reported. These were somewhat alarming. 

The first involved three people who were subject to a smash and grab in the Botanical Gardens. 

Those involved regrettably only announced the occurrence on social media. The other more 

concerning incident involved a man walking his dog and being ambushed by a gun-wielding attacker 

whose intention was to opportunistically and randomly grab anything of value. Fortunately, nothing 

of value was taken and the man was overall unharmed. 

Unfortunately, both incidents were not reported to SAPS despite calls to all people to report crime 

incidents to the SAPS. Residents are urged to report to the police all crime incidents so that a case 

may be opened, as without a case docket, no arrest can be effected. 

Because of the above mentioned occurrences, the Botanical Gardens requested the ERA to provide 

signage that that warns visitors to the gardens of potential criminality and requests all crime 

incidents to be reported to the relevant authorities. 

 

MEASURES TAKEN TO LIMIT CRIME INCIDENTS: 

ERA attends weekly meetings convened by the SAPS. These meetings are attended by 

representatives of all the private security companies, JMPD, almost all residential associations, ward 

councillors, Liquor Board and other stakeholders. The purpose of these meetings is to consolidate 

incidents experienced in the area covering Parktown to Dunkeld. Hotspots of crime incidents are 

tabled, along with measures to be taken to limit crime incidents. 

The Community Policing Forum (CPF)has been re-established amid a successful recruitment drive for 

Patrollers was undertaken. They will assist the under resourced SAPS in their visible policing 

operations. 

The Botanical Gardens officials have instructed the security company deployed to increase the 

number of vehicles in the early mornings and late afternoons. 

Dens of iniquity are allegedly developing in the area. Members of ERA have been asked to monitor 

the alleged drug dealing taking place in some buildings. These are buildings that are abandoned or 

are being offered for sale. The relevant JMPD bylaw enforcement have been informed and are acting 

to accelerate legalities to facilitate the changes in ownership and purge illegal occupation. 


