
Planning, Building and Heritage Portfolio 2025
Goal for this portfolio

• To maintain our suburb of Emmarentia as an organized, 
compliant area where we know the property regulations and 
abide by them for the benefit of all. 
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Building Plans: What ERA has done 
this past year

• We have assessed and endorsed 13 
building plans (+ 2 in process) – this is 
down from 20 last year)

• We provide information to residents on 
title deeds and other building restrictions 

• Assist residents to get up to date plans 
before selling their properties

What can residents do to assist

• Please submit building plans to ERA 
before submitting to the City or to 
PHRAG

• Please ensure you look at your title 
deeds when renovating and comply 
with them

• Please make sure your buildings match 
your plans before you sell – it’s the law!
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Building Plans: What ERA has 
done this past year

• We inform residents of building and 
title deeds and planning aspects in our 
newsletters and on our website – e.g.
home offices, second dwellings, 
boreholes

• We attend site visits of properties with 
renovations if required and advise

• We liaise with estate agents
• We gladly provide telephonic advice to 

residents and take on average 2 calls a 
week

What can residents do to 
assist

• Please check our website before 
carrying out an activity or call us to see 
if its permitted or if you have to apply 
for additional rights

• You are permitted 2 cottages  and up to 
a total of 160m2

• Please have your title deeds available 
before renovating

• Do not hesitate to call or email ERA on 
any building or planning matter
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Heritage: What ERA has done this
past year

• We assist residents with the 
heritage requirements in terms of 
the Provincial Heritage 
Authority(PHRAG) requirements and 
prepare a letter to the authority for 
them – we have done 8 this year (10 
last year)

• We undertake research on each 
property we do a heritage letter for 
residents

• We require all past plans and title 
deeds and a heritage report to write 
a letter of recommendation

What can residents do to assist

• If your house is over 60 years’ old 
and you do renovations, you have to
apply to the Provincial authorities 
for permission to change your 
building – applies to every property 
in South Africa

• Try to retain original features of your 
home – it brings continuity of history 
for future generations and can add 
value

• Please advise your neighbours when 
you intend building

• Please do not build before plans are 
approved
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Planning: What ERA has done this 
past year

• We assist in encouraging compliant uses 
by attending to any complaints from 
residents relating to building activities, 
illegal land uses to the authorities –

• we object to town planning(rezoning)
applications that will impact our suburb
negatively - e.g. we even objected to a 
large student accommodation in Melville 
because of the Hursthill 2 water 
problems

• We attend planning tribunals with and on 
behalf of residents

• We engage with City authorities to 
influence planning policy

What can residents do to assist

• Please report illegal land uses to 
the City using (cc ERA): 
josephg@joburg.org.za

• Please look out for A3 white 
planning notices on properties 
and exercise your right to object if 
you feel it will have a negative 
impact. Please let ERA know 
when you see a notice!  The clock 
is ticking from the day the notice 
goes up

• Please do not operate 
businesses that are not 
compliant from your property

mailto:josephg@joburg.org.za
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Planning: What ERA has done this 
past year

• We have been closely involved in 
the application on the former 
Parkhurst Bowls Club – together 
with GRA and other Residents’ 
Associations: 
• we met with the developers,
• we submitted comments on the 

Environmental Assessment Plan and 
• we objected to the development

application for 15 000m2 of shops and 
204 apartments

What can residents do to assist

• Be aware of any big 
planning applications that 
can impact our suburb and 
notify ERA.
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Planning: What ERA has done this 
past year

• We initiated a process to ask 
residents whether we should have a 
Precinct Plan for our area so that 
illegal uses do not encroach into our 
residential areas.

• We had a community meeting with 
Leaders in Emmarentia and 
Greenside

• We need to get support from the 
City for this as they have no budget 
for this and we may need to fund it 
ourselves

What can residents do to assist

• If the process is supported, 
there will be community 
meetings so that everyone 
can have a say.
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Planning: What ERA has done this 
past year

• ERA was involved in engagements 
with Marks Park and the 
Johannesburg Property Company 
to seek clarity on the Council 
Report that was requesting public 
participation in anticipation of  
Marks’ Park and surrounding land 
being alienated. 

• The report was withdrawn due to
community pressure

What can residents do to assist

• We must remain vigilant for 
any further Council reports 
that request public 
participation to potentially 
alienate this land as it may 
appear again.
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ERA Contacts

• ERA Website:
• www.ERA.org.za
• Email ERA:  info@era.org.za
• Phone for queries: Gemey 

Abrahams  082 459 5266

Closing note:

Let’s build a future 
Emmarentia that is 
organized, compliant, neat 
and a beautiful suburb for 
us and our children

Thank you

http://www.era.org.za/
http://www.era.org.za/
mailto:info@era.org.za
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