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Draft Minutes of the Emmarentia Residents 

Association (ERA) Annual General Meeting 

 

Date: 14 October 2020 

Held: Virtually on Microsoft Teams 

 

 

 

1. Welcome 

The ERA chairperson, Ayanda Mjekula (AM), opened the virtual meeting at 7.06pm with Cassim 

Boorany (CB) letting everyone in. The meeting was being conducted virtually because of the Covid-

19 pandemic. AM welcomed all residents to the meeting and introduced himself as the chairperson 

of the meeting. 

 

2. Apologies: 

Wynand and Landi Dreyer 

Susan Stoss 

 

3. Adoption of minutes of 26 March 2019 

Geraldine Connell proposed 

Gemey Abrahams seconded 

 

4. Chairman’s report 

AM said he was not going to present a report but rather raise pertinent points. 

He said that ERA had held a strategy meeting early in 2020 to strategize how to get more members. 

He said size was critical since local communities are having a tough time under dysfunctional 

municipalities. He cited three instances which proved their dysfunctionality: 

• The previous week certain residents were without electricity for more than 4 days. The 

explanation City Power had given was that they only had 2 electricians and one of them was 

over 60 and he was working from home. The problem had arisen 18 months previously and 

that matter had still not been resolved by CCMA. Eventually a contractor had to be deployed 

to resolve the problem.  

• In the yard of a resident on 18 Marico Road, a concrete slab had been erected without any 

consultation with residents or ERA. Concerned neighbours had, at extreme expense, 

interdicted Telkom to halt the building of a 20m mast.  
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• A new ERA member who now held the infrastructure portfolio, Arno Steinmuller, had 

himself identified a problem with a mini-sub on Hill/Kei which he was able to forward to City 

Power who then acted on it.  Arno would work with Andrew in the portfolio. 

He urged more residents to join ERA since considerable force was needed to pressurise the City to 

deliver. He said there was no purpose of the City hosting Open Days when there was no redress of 

day-to-day concerns. 

He bade farewell to Anne Askew as she was retiring from the Exco that night and thanked her for her 

more than 20 years of service to ERA in all sorts of roles including chairperson. She currently held the 

green spaces and events portfolio. She will be sorely missed as will her extensive knowledge. He 

encouraged someone to offer to take her place.  

AM acknowledged the presence of Councillor David Hensman, Dimitri Vratsanos from GRA, Felicity 

Gratz-Lawlor from the Ward 88 ward committee and welcomed them all to the meeting.  

 

5.  Security Report 

AM explained that he was holding the position on a temporary basis and urged volunteers to come 

forward to take on this portfolio. 

He said that displaced and homeless people, vagrants could pose a security threat to residents and 

that we should work towards disincentivising such groupings. Residents, the Eventide Home and 

Checkers should desist from giving food to these people. The police are unable to act against such 

people unless a crime has been committed. 

Various types of crime like drive-by crime eg cellphone snatches on the Greenhill Road strip was on 

the increase as reported at the weekly Parkview CPF meetings that he had been attending. Going 

forward the suburb will have to continue to depend on private security companies because SAPS 

claims it doesn’t have adequate resources. 

Comments from residents: 

Geraldine Connell who sits on Parkview CPF reported that the first face to face meeting with CPF 

and SAPS in a long while would be held the following night. She believed that the province had 

indicated that it was trying to strengthen CPFs.  

Camrin van Rensburg urged residents to take ownership of our safety and security. She and her 

husband were prepared to do patrols at night and report whatever they saw and report to CAP.  

Geraldine Connell clarified that the CPF was planning on launching a CPF patroller system which was 

along the lines of Camrin’s proposal. 

 

6. Treasurer’s report  

The Treasurer, Brian Askew, took those present through ERA’s financials from March 1 2019 until 

Feb 2020.  

As at February 29 2020, cash in hand was R384 089,57 

In the year ending February 29 2020, ERA had received income of: 
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- R76 700 from building assessments (ERA does building assessments on behalf of the Louw 

Geldenhuys (LG) family – 30% is paid to the family; 30% to ERA and 40% to Gemey Abrahams 

who does the building assessments on behalf of ERA. ERA uses the money it receives to 

benefit the suburb) 

- R8 582,62 from donations (mostly towards Xmas in July for Eventide Old Age Home) 

- R26 835,40 from interest on money held in an ERA savings account 

- R38 335 from membership fees (R27 535 was for the period 1 March 2019 to end February 

2020 and the balance from the previous year) 

Expenses of R76 770,54 were as follows: 

- R808,60 bank charges 

- R24 698  

- R5 685 Xmas in July 

- R1 559 (ERA AGM, general expenses) 

- R33 556,08 (Newsletter and printing, production of ERA banners) 

- R8 256,36 (ERA website and internet costs) 

- R2 207,50 (between June 2017 and March 2018, the Treasurer was paid 15% on 

membership income of R32 015) 

ERA had liabilities of R93 055 from the building plan assessment fees that were still owing to the LG 

family accumulated from the previous financial year as well as the current year. ERA would advance 

them R50 000 and utilise balance of R45 000 towards enhancing the cemetery in the suburb.  

 

The Treasurer compared the income over the periods: 

Income Statement Mar 16 - Feb 17 Mar 17 - Feb 18 Mar 19 - Feb 20 

Total Income R128 382.88 R99 061.76 R150 453.02 

Total Expense R83 383.50 R82 410.21 R76 770.54 

Annual Profit R44 999.38 R16 651.51 R73 682.48 

Cash in Park-It R258 901.36 R274 360.53 R343 122.53 

Cash in Current R33 000.00 R40 369.96 R40 967.04 

Total cash in hand R291 901.36 R314 730.49 R384 089.57 

  

As at end of September 2020, cash in hand was R378 929. Total income was down, with a low 

number of renewals on membership – 65 as against 120 the previous year. Expenditure R40 000. 

Questions from attendees: 

Camrin van Rensburg asked what the expenses were for Louw Geldenhuys family. Gemey Abrahams 

explained that ERA had an agreement with them to do the building plan approvals. 30 per cent is 

paid to the family, 30 per cent to ERA and 40 per cent to Gemey Abrahams who does the building 
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assessments on behalf of ERA. In the past they would get the money and ERA would never know 

what the money was spent on. They are entitled to spend it as they like but ERA is in regular contact 

with the family and discusses how they could contribute to the suburb. ERA does encourage them to 

spend it inside Emmarentia. They currently pay for a garden service to cut inside the cemetery. ERA 

was trying to incorporate them more into the suburb.  

 

7. Town planning, building control and heritage report 

7.1 Town planning 

Gemey Abrahams who holds the town planning, building control and heritage portfolio reported on 

her area of work. 

In summary she reported that: 

• The City council had adopted: 

o The nodal review policy in February 2020, despite a lot of objections. The policy 

aimed to compact the City around existing nodes that already had infrastructure as a 

more efficient development model for the city.  

o a new land use scheme that brought together all previous land use schemes. Before 

there were about 30 different town planning schemes that operated in 

Johannesburg. Before you could have your main house plus two ancillary cottages eg 

maid’s room and granny flat. The new land use scheme still allows this but specifies 

that the two cottages should be about 80 sq m each.  

• She had attended a number of Tribunals over proposed buildings/alterations in the suburb 

because there was disagreement about intended plans. One was over a faith-based school in 

Emmarentia on the border with Linden. Permission was subsequently granted. 

• More property owners were seeking approval for sub-divisions. ERA tended to support sub-

divisions if they were logical. 

• The religious temple on Buffalo Road had caused a lot of noise and problems for neighbours. 

It was discovered that the property never had their plans approved nor was the property 

zoned for religious activities. ERA reported this illegal activity and the City then imposed 

penalties on the owners of between four and seven times the normal rates. This measure 

was enough to push the owners out and they sold the property and moved the temple out 

of the suburb.  

• She updated residents about the status of the proposed mixed-use development for the 

properties below Sunny Shell. She reminded residents of the past efforts of ERA and 

residents to resist the development in its proposed form. When it became clear that the 

development was going against the existing precinct plan for the suburb, ERA had 

coordinated almost 3000 objections from residents to the proposed development because it 

didn’t comply with the precinct plan. Now that the City had adopted the nodal review policy, 

the developer had resubmitted his proposed development and a Tribunal will hold a site 

inspection followed by a hearing on 11 November 2020.   

She said that it hadn’t been possible to find out if they had made any changes to their 

original proposal. The initial proposal had talked about 5-storeys with a day clinic/hospital, 

commercial units and with 89 residential units. Representing residents’ concerns properly at 

the Tribunal would require expertise: lawyers and other experts like traffic engineers, 

stormwater/infrastructure/retail experts. 
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7.2  Building plans 

In the early part of lockdown there were very few building plan approvals however in the latter part 

of 2020 this had picked up.  

She noted that new law does not allow an owner to sell your house or get a bond unless your house 

and what it looks like currently, matches your plans.  

If you are doing renovations, remain compliant, apply to ERA (LG) for approval to keep the values of 

our houses and the suburb looking good. 

 

7.3 Heritage 

There is a national law that says that any building over 60 years is heritage; Provincial Heritage 

Resources Gauteng (PHRAG) requires that ERA issues an approval letter. ERA supported residents if 

the kinds of changes proposed were in keeping with the character of the suburb.  

ERA encourages residents to retain Art Deco features, the Oregon doors and to do alterations 

sensitively. 

ERA issued 21 heritage letters after going on site, meeting with the relevant people and looking at 

everything. 

 

Comments from residents: 

Francois Spruyt said residents have to decide whether it was something that they wanted to resist 

or influence although urbanisation was a reality. It was necessary to find out what the City was likely 

to support.  

Ian Hall wanted to know what residents’ objections to the development were.  

Gemey Abrahams responded spelling out the substance of the more than 2800 objections: 

• Nobody was against redevelopment of the site 

• Too much commercial, too high and too dense 

• There are currently ample business nodes in the area: Greenside, Emmarentia, Victory 

Park. There was concern that developing another one would negatively affect the 

existing ones and leave them vacant with derelict shopping strips.   

Winty Thomson expressed concern over the increasing townhouses along Barry Hertzog that were 

obliterating all the gardens and trees eg. corner of Muirfield and Barry Hertzog as well as a massive 

house in Umtata Road that was very overpowering and completely out of character with 

Emmarentia buildings. 

 

Gemey Abrahams responded saying that the townhouses on Barry Hertzog do conform with the 

suburb’s precinct plan. Developers are required to develop site development plans. She had 

personally fought for more porous areas instead of hard paving and more plants and trees. She said 

that she also sought to retain older trees. 
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However it was not easy as currently there was no right for residents and neighbours to see the site 

development plan. The LG family clauses in title deeds do give residents/neighbours of a new 

development/alteration to an existing house, the right to see the proposed plans. However, some 

owners refuse to cooperate. ERA has no power to say what a building should look like. 

 

8.  Communications report 

Claire Hoffmann reported on the portfolio of communications.  

Communication with residents is done through the ERA website, Facebook, Twitter, Mailchimp 

mailers, newsletter and WhatsApp groups. 

• Website (www.era.org.za) – Hits on the website:  

Jan 2020 – 8500 March 2020 – 33 000 April-August 2020 – average of 17 000  

• Facebook – 1374 followers 

• Mailer – 857 subscribers 

• Newsletter – 4 newsletters printed and distributed to every household (1500). Three 

fully sponsored. Regular e-newsletters (about 10) produced from the beginning of the 

Covid lockdown and posted on Facebook, WhatsApp groups and e-mailed to subscribers 

• WhatsApp groups – ERA relies on WhatsApp groups created by residents to disseminate 

information – a very useful service for ERA thanked those admins.  

 

9.  Events and green spaces 

Anne Askew reported on the portfolio of Events and Green Spaces. Because of Covid all events were 

cancelled. Two concerts were planned for 8 and 9 November: Matthew Mole and Jeremy Loops. 

However there had been no indication of whether these would go ahead as planned.  

 

10.  Environment  

Jenny Grice reported on the environmental sub-committee. The small committee was made up of: 

Anne Askew, Tony Cross, Jenny Grice, Feroza Kara and Tony Cross. 

The team had: 

• produced a guide to invasive weeds in Emmarentia Park for team leaders to know what 

to remove 

• helped clear invasive weeds and cut out invasive trees 

• helped clear the top dam of invasive weeds 

• encouraged dog walkers to pick up after them and had received sponsorship from Tyson 

Properties to put up a board encouraging such action 

• participated in consultations on the rehabilitation of the top two dams in the park 

• organised a number of meetings to teach residents about the shot hole borer that is 

invading trees in the suburb 

Comment from residents: 

Ian Hall said the new speed bump on Olifants outside the entrance to was a stop bump. 

http://www.era.org.za/
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Anne Askew from ERA said she would follow up and check whether it conformed to the 

specifications.  

 

11.  History 

Jenny Grice reported on the history sub-committee which was made up of: Anne Askew, Brian 

Askew, Gemey Abrahams, Jenny Grice, Joan Gardner  

The focus of the committee was to: 

• find out more information about the early history of the Geldenhuys family from the 

1880s including the Geldenhuys cemetery.  

• interview residents who have lived/worked in the suburb for a long time as well as 

newer residents who have moved into the suburb since the 1990s 

• collect old photos of the suburb.  

The committee was currently discussing with the Geldenhuys family to clear the cemetery of 

invasive alien plants and trees that were cluttering the cemetery. Info boards about the cemetery 

would be put up. Volunteers were needed to help do interviews and gather old photos.  

 

12. Closure 

There being no further business, Ayanda Mjekula apologised that the meeting had gone beyond the 

scheduled meeting time and closed the meeting. 

Francois Spruyt thanked ERA for the work that it was doing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


