
History and Environmental Report to ERA AGM, 9 June 2021 

History Report  

1. Geldenhuys cemetery 

Residents may or may not know that there is a little cemetery on Hill Road, just opposite the staff 

parking entrance to Emmarentia Primary School. It is the cemetery of the Geldenhuys family, the 

family that owned the farmland that subsequently became the suburb Emmarentia – ‘Emmarentia’ 

was actually the name of Louw Geldenhuys’s wife who lived in the old house on Greenhill Road.  

After the South African War from 1899-1902 there were many Afrikaners who were left homeless 

and penniless and Louw Geldenhuys offered them a place to farm fruit and vegetables on the land 

that is now the suburb Emmarentia including the Jhb Botanic Gardens. Emmarentia Dam was built 

by these farmers to irrigate the farmland at this time. Many of these farmers are also buried in the 

cemetery but there are also quite a number of graves which are unnamed. 

In the title deeds of most properties in Emmarentia there is a clause which says that every property 

owner first needs the permission of the Louw Geldenhuys family for any alterations/additions that 

the owner wants to make. This is to ensure that these alterations/additions try and preserve the 

heritage of the area since most houses are over 60 years old. ERA acts on behalf of the Geldenhuys 

family, meets with every owner to discuss and approve these changes and charges property owners 

a fee which is paid to ERA. A certain portion of this fee is paid to ERA (30%), 30% is paid to Gemey 

Abrahams from ERA for providing the service and 40% is paid over to the Louw Geldenhuys family.  

ERA has just employed a gardening service who removed invasive alien plants like mulberry trees, 

lantana, bugweed, privets from inside and outside the cemetery. The Louw Geldehuys family paid 

for this expense. We will do follow up maintenance and weeding to keep the invasive aliens out.  

We are currently working on applying for blue plaque status for the cemetery, the Emmarentia Dam 

as well as the Pavilion which is the old house of Frans Geldenhuys at Marks Park, brother to Louw 

Geldenhuys. The house on Greenhill Road already has blue plaque status. Any other houses/places 

in Emmarentia worthy of blue plaque status, please contact us. 

We are working on putting together some information boards about the history of the cemetery and 

who is buried there.  

Any residents interested in helping with this and of possibly running the occasional tour of heritage 

sites in Emmarentia are most welcome to contact us. E-mail info@era.org.za  

  

2. Interviews of residents 

No more interviews have been done with long-standing residents of Emmarentia and newer 

residents to find out their history in the suburb: what they remember of the suburb when they first 

got here, how it’s changed, why they moved here etc.  

 

Join our team and help us decide what to do with all the stories we collect and who we should 

interview. The team is also identifying heritage sites within the suburb and may begin to think of 

heritage tours.  Please e-mail info@era.org.za if you’d like to get involved. 
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Environmental Report 

ERA’s Environmental sub-committee is still working with City Parks in the dog-walking section of 

Emmarentia Park, although because of Covid there has been less action. 

a)  Weeding out invasive alien plants: 

Covid-19 has prevented us from holding any more volunteer mornings in the park that were held 

from 2018. However, parts of the park that ERA teams helped City Parks rid of invasive alien plants 

at that time have remained clear. City Parks has also employed a cooperative over the last few years 

on intermittent contracts who have continued to keep these parts clear of invasinves. Recently the 

cooperative workers removed a big patch of parrot feather just above the big dam and are 

controlling the patch in the top dam with a specific beetle, monitored by Rhodes and Wits 

University. They also removed various invasives from the grassland patches in the dog-walking 

section of the park and more recently chopped down some of the poplars.  

b)  Rehabilitation of the top two dams 

All plans to rehabilitate the top two dams in the park were delayed because of Covid-19. The City has 

informed us that construction work to repair the Alberts Farm dam has resumed with the two 

Emmarentia dams being dealt with thereafter. However things are very fluid because of Covid-19 

and it’s not known whether work on the Emmarentia dams will start in 2021 or 2022. 

Meanwhile the top dam is almost completely covered with the invasive water hyacinth. A patch has 

spread to the main Emmarentia dam. ERA has kept informing City Parks and it’s hoped that the top 

dam will be cleared in the new financial year beginning July 1 2021. JCPZ says it is ‘monitoring’ the 

patch on the big dam. We have suggested that in the meantime we could approach the canoe club 

and fishermen to help with removal but JCPZ has not responded to our suggestion.  

In October 2020, heavy rain caused the second dam to breach its bank – the reason why 

rehabilitation of the top two dams is planned. Fortunately, Let’s Work did a great job securing the 

breached wall by putting in bags filled with sand/cement. These lasted through the summer of 2021 

and will hopeful last until the wall is finally repaired.  

c)  Shot-hole borer 

The borer has now spread to many more plane trees along Muirfield and The Braids and residents 

have reported that it’s also in their own gardens. However with no proven cure for the borer and 

fungus we have not done anything further with the pavement trees but are instead monitoring 

them. If any look like they are dead and in danger of falling, we appeal to residents to either e-mail 

us with the tree’s location or to contact JCPZ direct on: trees@jhbcityparks.com or phone the 

Joburg Connect Call Centre on 011 375 5555. 

The problem with cutting down the trees and removing is that there is still no designated place to 

dump infested trees and by cutting and removing them we may just be carrying the beetle to areas 

previously uninfested.  

d)  Signboards to request dog-walkers in the park to pick up after them 

Tyson Properties installed their board that requests dog-walkers to clean up after their dog at the 

Orange Road entrance in 2020. However, we continue to get complaints from residents about dog 

owners that do not pick up after their dogs and of dogs that are off leash and interfere with non dog-

walkers.  



We are currently talking to City Parks and have informed Edge (the dog walkers group) that we 

would like to work with them to remind dog-owners of the relevant by-laws related to dog-walking 

in public spaces since the board on its own is not proving effective.  

The sub-committee welcomes new members and new ideas.  Ideas that have been received from 

residents in the past but which we have not been able to act on because of lack of manpower are: 

• To get a tree expert to identify the different trees that are planted on the different 

pavements in Emmarentia  

• To identify dead and dying pavement trees and organise for them to be replaced. 

Anyone wanting to help please e-mail info@era.org.za  
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