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The Security portfolio has unfortunately been vacant since the departure of the incumbent almost 

three year ago. As Chairperson, it was deemed appropriate that I must act in this position. I 

therefore do not speak as an authority on the subject. What I know about security is dangerous. I do 

hope that from today somebody, among those present here, will volunteer to take up this portfolio. 

What used to inform us about security matters were CPF-inspired meetings that used to be held at 

the Parkview Police Station every Monday morning. These were attended by SAPS, all the security 

companies that are operating in the greater Emmarentia, Greenside, Parkview, including Parkhurst, 

Parktown North etc,. CPFs and Residents Associations were also represented. These meetings were 

informative and they served to appraise all about incidents of crime that occurred and were 

reported to the police during the preceding week and, importantly, what SAPS was doing about 

them. SAPS further identified “hotspots” which would inform the basis of a crime prevention 

strategy for the next period, by all. Unfortunately, these meetings have been discontinued with the 

advent of the Covid19 pandemic. 

What I can account for is minimal and is derived from reports of just one security company, but all 

the same, instructive. In this respect, I would just mention some incidents that occurred in May:  

1. Incident occurred at 06h05 at Sabie Rd Cnr Barry Hertzog where three males, on foot, 

accosted a biker and searched him. Upon arrival of other cyclists, the attackers fled towards 

Empire Rd. 

2. The second incident took place at 06h05 in Barnton Rd where two males, on foot, 

presumably jumped a fence and gained access to the property and house by attacking a 

sliding door and stole valuables and left. 

3. The third incident in Braeside involved one man who gained access into a property by 

breaking a window and attempted to enter the main house but was disturbed by one of the 

occupants and he fled. 

These incidents are in no way exhaustive nor do they attempt to estimate how pervasive crime is in 

the area. Neither do they define the modus operandi of typical crimes in our precincts. But the fact 

that they were on foot and the incidents happen before sunrise and after sunset sensitizes us to the 

times of the day these crimes are likely to be executed. It may also be warning us of the 

pervasiveness of homeless people or just vagrants. We have recently noted attacks in the Botanical  

Gardens during early morning and early evening. 

Coming to the issue of homeless people and vagrants, we have taken this up with police who inform 

us that no police action can be taken against them unless they commit a crime and even then, when 

they are apprehended, without a residential address, it becomes difficult to prefer charges that can 

be successfully prosecuted.  

The lesson learnt here, as advocated by CAP, is to have security in layers: boundary walls, secure 

gates, doors, windows and panic buttons. 

In conclusion, I want to point out that as long as the current socio-economic situation prevails, with 

the concomitant rates of unemployment, crime is bound to rise before it decreases. This is not only 

true for the areas under the Parkview police area but throughout the country. Residents must do 

what is within their power to protect themselves. 



 

Thank You        

Ayanda Mjekula      


