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First of all, I wish to thank members of Emmarentia Resident’s Association committee for their 

dedication and sacrifice of their time to serve the residents of our suburb. 

Among the five of us, we work hard, voluntarily and with no remuneration whatsoever. Our 

remuneration occurs in the form of what I call psychic remuneration; the satisfaction we derive from 

our accomplishments. We also thank Brian Askew, our honorary Treasurer who gives up his time to 

look after our finances. 

Sometimes we are criticized and berated for not meeting your expectations. For this we apologise 

because we try hard and often the blame is invariably misplaced. 

Our committee membership reflects our stunted overall membership of fifty-one out of just over a 

thousand households. Those who are here should be our ambassadors to urge residents to join the 

Association, as numbers count – evidence of which was very apparent in the much publicized 

Tribunal. 

I will now cover, fairly briefly what has preoccupied our deliberations of 2020/2021: 

 

1. 5G TELEPHONE MAST 

 

This 20m high mast was to be erected on the front lawn of 18 Marico road but was 

interdicted by the neighboring residents, before the ERA was notified. We picked up 

the cudgels and got involved. It was decided that we co-join the legal action. 

Additionally, I was charged with writing a personal message to the CEO of Telkom. This 

was done based on my personal knowledge of him. The letter sought to appeal to his 

personal sense of right and wrong when an organization he heads is able to invade a 

neighborhood and erect a structure that would decimate the value of surrounding 

properties. Since then, the attempt to install this mast seems to have been 

abandoned, as no work has taken place over the last 14 months. 

 

 

2. SAFETY, SECURITY AND CRIME 

 

There has been a marked increase in crime incidents around the Greenhill shops 

precinct. Bag and cell phone snatching have been occasional occurrences. Homeless 

people or vagrants pose an ongoing threat to the cleanliness and overall quality of life 

for residents. As a result of the aggression and unseemly behaviour displayed, they 

have become and continue to be a source of extreme discomfort to residents. It is 

especially so when they use the grounds immediately outside your property, not only 

as gathering points but also as their sleeping places. We have documented the legal 

response from the SAPS, on this matter, in the security report. Given the position of 

the police, we realized that the only viable option is to identify disincentives that will 

render the area unattractive to these people. We also identified activity that 
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incentivizes them – Checkers, Eventide and other shops that offer dated food directly 

to them as a major attraction to the area. To this effect we convened a meeting with all 

affected parties who promised to desist from such actions. But it seems that those actions 

were only temporarily adhered to and thus, another meeting is being scheduled.  

The issue of self-appointed car guards is also problematic. The hostility and aggression 

displayed to car owners by these so called guards tends to repel customers. To introduce a 

more manageable dispensation, Felicity Grantza Lawler and her “Let’s Work” project kindly 

experimented with her people. The experiment was successful but unsustainable. But proof of 

concept was achieved. We are now engaged in several meetings with shop owners and 

landlords, together with CAP, to arrive at the most appropriate solution. This after a call to two 

other security companies to submit bids. 

 

3. BOTANICAL GARDENS 

 

There has been an increase in the number of violent incidents at the botanical gardens, 

especially at the notorious corner of Judith and Beyers Naude roads. Previously, a patrol van 

was permanently stationed with a guard at this intersection, but for some time it was not 

there. After the recent spate of of incidents, the guard and vehicle have been restored to this 

area. We are in talks with Johannesburg Parks and local security companies to craft a plan that 

serves to enhance security on a sustainable basis. 

 

4. INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

The old and crumbling infrastructure in this ‘world class city’ is a bane in our lives. The 

response time of authorities to reported faults, breakdowns and failures, is an indication of its 

functionality or otherwise. Unfortunately, we cannot impute functionality to the CoJ. Their 

reaction to emergencies is slow and tentative. Often the work is characterized by poor 

workmanship that calls for repeat repairs. If it’s water, thousands of litres are wasted before 

the main is shut off and repairs are affected. Bewilderingly, we somehow pay for the wasted 

water, and not the municipality. If it is a road, it takes months to repair and reinstate, after a 

raft of complaints from residents and road users. To really make sure that something gets 

done, it takes a strong Resident’s Association which nags incessantly. Arno will elaborate on 

the tactics adopted to elicit response and action from various departments. We welcomed the 

opportunity to be involved in the development of Integrated Development Plan which 

prioritizes capital expenditure in a particular area. Again, the head of the one-man 

Infrastructure Committee will expatiate on the strategy adopted to maximize gains in the IDP 

process. Also, the extensive and demanding portfolio needs more people to maximize its 

efficacy. 

 

5. TOWN PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL 

This is another area that keeps us very busy. If it was not for the efforts of the indefatigable 

incumbent, Gemey, Emmarentia would be disfigured by now. There is an emerging tendency 

by developers to take advantage of the new Nodal Review policy by adopting rather expansive 
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interpretations of it. The prime example of this is the development proposed on Linden & 

Gleneagles roads. Fighting the overwhelming and monolithic form of of this development has 

cost us more than R330 000 and counting, in legal and expert consulting fees. If one ever 

doubted the usefulness of the Resident’s Association, they had better study how this matter 

was tackled. We are sure the ultimate decision of the Tribunal will result in a substantially 

toned down development than was originally planned. 

A lot of the activity in this space is contained in Gemey’s report, which reads like a “save 

Emmarentia” plea. 

 

6. GENERAL 

 

I am sure the residents of the properties around the cemetery are somewhat pleased about 

the tidying up and efforts made to make the surrounding area clean and pleasant. We have 

been consulting with them about our plans, including about the people who stay inside the 

cemetery. The Louw Geldenhuys Trust has made funding available for the purposes of this 

clean up. 

Communication to you is very important to us. The speed with which Claire responds to 

residents is as if she anticipated the questions. She works hard with Jenny to populate and 

update our website in order to make available vital and helpful information. Please make a 

habit of visiting the website in order to familiarize yourself with the latest important 

information. The same for the Newsletter. It is very expensive to print and we would not be 

printing it if we did not aim to keep you informed of what is currently happening in your 

suburb. 

Finally, I would like to thank and acknowledge the unprecedented partnership and 

collaboration with the Greenside Resident’s Association. Not only did Judith Ancer, the 

Chairperson, make robust presentations against the development at the Tribunal, the GRA also 

made a financial contribution of R86,000 to the fight. This is a recognition of the importance of 

inter-association collaboration to issues that ultimately have an impact on both suburbs. 

 

Thank you all once more for your attendace. 

 


