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 Let’s Work needs 
your support 

Every day the 15-man team from Let’s 
Work get down and do the work that the 
City doesn’t have money for anymore. 
Almost all of them were formerly living 
on the streets but through this project 
most have managed to rent rooms. 

They patrol the open green spaces, 
especially by the spruit, and clear it of 
rubbish and remind those trying to erect 
shelters on the river banks that they can’t 
do so. The team’s coordinator, Felicity 
Gratz-Lawlor, admits that people do 
sleep there at night but ‘they don’t have 
homes there’.  

When the Let’s Work team is not busy 
with the green spaces, they move to dif-
ferent suburbs in the ward—clearing 
gutters of weeds, grass, mud and rubbish 
so that stormwater flows freely into 
drains; cut the grass on major verges and 
clean major roads.  

Emmarentia still tops the donations 
received which means that the team 
spends most of their time in our suburb.  

Let’s Work relies on donations. Extra 
donations are needed now because more 
unemployed workers want to join the 
team, AND their 55-year old vehicle, 
Bertha, ‘is too old for us’ and needs to be 
retired and they really need a replacement 
bakkie. If you’d like to donate (especially 
a bakkie!) see below: 

 

 

 

That is just one of the questions that 
ERA’s Exco grappled with at a strategy 
session on 15 February.  

We don’t want to ‘be sleepy and un-
recognisable’, nor  ‘wishy-washy and 
reactive’ as current ERA chair, Ayanda 
Mjekula said in ERA’s newsletter last 
year. ‘It’s got to be visible’.  

The other key question Exco mem-
bers asked themselves was: What do 
residents need from ERA? These are the 
ideas we came up with. 

Residents want to: 

 feel secure;  

 be kept informed of what is going on 
in the suburb;  

 see the value of your property main-
tained; 

 ensure that planning and building 
regulations are followed; 

 feel you are part of a community; and 

 feel ERA is doing all in its power to 
make local government account, par-
ticularly around infrastructure/
services. (ERA is to meet with the 
councillor and Felicity Gratz-Lawlor 
to see how we can assist with the 
power outages and follow up) 
 

Other views 

Councillor David Hensman believes that 
knowing your neighbour and through 
that creating social cohesion is a good 
deterrent against crime and is something 
that RAs should focus on.  

RAs, he says, ‘should be communi-
cating realism’ to residents on what the 
City can do with its constrained budget. 

Our ward has a low unemployment 
rate (4% in 2016) but neighbouring 
wards with suburbs like Bosmont, West-

bury and Riverlea, have unemployment 
rates of more than 40%.  

RAs should get residents involved in 
‘adopting a park, joining the Emma-
rentia/Greenside community patrollers, 
volunteering for the Parkview victim 
support group or joining street whatsapp 
groups’. 

Felicity Gratz-Lawlor, the Let’s Work 
team initiator and coordinator, is also on 
the Ward committee and is visibly active 
on whatsapp groups helping resolve resi-
dents’ electricity, water and streetlight 
problems. With Felicity there, is there 
still a role for RAs? 

‘Yes’ she says. RAs must assist by 
‘putting pressure on the City to get 
things done’. The City, she believes ‘is 
more interested in residents than ward 
councillors’. It can ignore the ward coun-
cillor but it can’t ignore a residents’ asso-
ciation that has the backing of residents.  

 

Challenges 

But there’s the difficulty. As ERA we try 
to represent residents the best we can. 
But only a few residents attend ERA 
public meetings and only about 10% of 
residents have signed up as members. It 
is difficult for us to know what you want. 

Come to the ERA AGM, March 11 
at 18h30 for 19h00, at Marks Park. All 
are welcome—you don’t have to be a 
home owner, you just have to live in the 
suburb and you can join at the door. 
Listen to what we’ve done over the past 
year, listen to our ideas for 2020 and 
together let’s develop a plan. Volunteer 
for one of the portfolios (see the list on 
page 3 or suggest new ones) 

And if you can’t make it, e-mail us 
with your ideas on info@era.org.za  

What role should a Residents’   

Association (RA) play? 
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Halloween—families 

come together 

In our last newsletter we showed you pho-
tos of the graves inside the Geldenhuys 
cemetery on Hill Road and spoke about its 
history. 

On November 1 last year, residents, 
egged on by their children, organised a 
very successful Halloween evening. And 
what better place to meet up than outside 
the very same cemetery.  

There were vampires and witches and 
all manner of monsters (adult ones includ-
ed). What no-one forgot was their bags 
and buckets to put all their sweeties into. 

Neighbours wrote welcoming signs 
on their gates encouraging ‘trick or treat-
ers’ to ring the bell. A lot of fun was had 
by all.  

Mark the date in your diary now and 
start planning your outfit... 

Only about 10% of households in Em-
marentia are ERA members. But we 
know you are looking out for each other 
despite your busy lives. 

We know of cases where neighbours 
have called the cops and the security 
companies when there were signs that 
there was domestic abuse happening next 
door to them, and then gave support to 
the victims. 

And then there were those of you last 
year who after some cyclists were 
mugged in the park and others had their 
bicycles removed from them on the 
spruit, organised early morning patrols 
with cyclists, runners and a patrol car 
situated at the hotspots.  

Let’s not forget those residents who 
organised Halloween (see story on this 
page) and others who supported 
‘Christmas in July’ with donations and 
gave their time to help out at the Even-
tide Home on that day. 

 Whatsapp groups are doing a huge 
job to keep everyone informed of securi-
ty issues, butterfly migrations(!), load-
shedding and everything else. Ask your 
neighbour to join you up or check here 
for some of the Emmarentia whatsapp 
groups: http://era.org.za/join-a-
whatsapp-group-in-your-street/  

If you are involved in any project that 
is helping others in the suburb, please e-
mail info@era.org.za so we can cover 
the story in this newsletter.  

Heartfelt ‘thank you’ from Emmarentia Eventide Home 

Emmarentia residents are concerned citizens 

Residents might remember donating in 
2019 so ERA could organise ‘Christmas 
in July’ for Emmarentia Eventide Home. 

However, because your donations 
were so generous, there was still money 
left over and ERA was able to give them 
a Christmas present as well.  

ERA used the balance of the dona-
tions to buy an Open View decoder, pay 
for its installation and for the remote, all 
delivered and installed at the home on 
Christmas Eve. 

“You have made a massive difference 
to the residents of ‘Eventide’ TV viewing 
time—we are all extremely grateful”, 

reads one thank you note 
from one of the home’s resi-
dents. 

Another one adds: “It has 
changed our lives beyond our 
wildest dreams! Especially for 
those of us who love staying 
in touch with the outside 
world, and of course—sport! 
Your thoughtfulness and gen-
erosity is appreciated more 
than can be put into words!” 

 

Residents enjoy the offerings 

on Open View 

18 months of  power uncertainty 

It was just a year ago when Eskom upped 
its load-shedding. We had extended outag-
es, increased cable theft and we were very 
unhappy. 

Eskom recently announced that load-
shedding is likely to continue for the next 
18 months. You just have to look at City 
Power’s twitter feed on their website to 
see that those extended outages are back 
again and it’s not just us. On February 17 
alone, the following outages were being 
addressed: Vlakfontein; Moffat, Eland-
park, Bosmont, Goudrand, Northwold, 
Northgate, Florida, Noordwyk, Crescent-
wood, Eldorado Park, Goudkoppies, 
Devland, Emmarentia, Victory Park.  

What to do if your power doesn't come 
back on after loadshedding? 
Download the City Power app on your 
phone (when you have power and wi-fi!).  

 Log the fault, get the reference 

 Post on your whatsapp group  
- your name  
- address 
- suburb 
- Reference no 
- date and time logged 
- cell no 

The more people that log the fault, the 
better sense City Power gets of the extent 
of the outage. If nothing happens, the 
reference numbers can then be escalated. 

http://era.org.za/join-a-whatsapp-group-in-your-street/
http://era.org.za/join-a-whatsapp-group-in-your-street/
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Planning on renovating your house, making altera-

tions, demolishing your house? 

 
Remember any alterations/renovations in Emmarentia need approval from: 
1. The Louw Geldenhuys family AND 
 
If your house is older than 60 years,  
2.   From Heritage authorities (PHRAG), before the City will approve your plans.  
 
Contact Gemey Abrahams, ERA’s town planning expert who can sign you off 
on both 1. and 2. Contact her on: 082 459 5266 or info@era.org.za She can also give 
you clarity on 

  the new Land Use Scheme 

 any building, plans, heritage or town planning queries, AND 

  the PHRA-G application forms and the PHRA-G Guidance note  

Join ERA and put your energy 

into one of these portfolios 
 

Portfolios in ERA 

Chairperson—Ayanda Mjekula 
Secretary—Samantha Terblanche 
Treasurer—Brian Askew 
Communication—Claire Hoffman 
Green spaces and events—Anne 
Askew 
Infrastructure—Cas Boorany 
Newsletter—Jenny Grice 
Security—VACANT 
Town planning, building plans, herit-
age—Gemey Abrahams 
 

Sub-committees 

We also have two sub-committees—
history and the environment. We would 
welcome new members. 

The history sub-committee has start-
ed interviewing residents who have lived 
in the suburb for a long time. We have 
been recording their memories of the 
shops that were in the area; what they 
did then and what changes they have 
seen.  

We need residents to suggest people 
to be interviewed and to do the inter-
views. We also want help identifying old 
buildings and landmarks to recognise 
with blue plaques.  

The environment sub-committee 
was set up in 2018. We have worked 
closely with City Parks and organised 
Saturday morning clean-ups and the 
clearing of alien invasive plants in the 
dog-walking section of the park.  

We stopped these when City Parks 
managed to employ contractors to work 
on the park full-time and when support 
from the community for the clean-up 
mornings waned. 

This sub-committee has also been 
representing ERA in discussions on the 
upgrading of the top two dams in the 
dog-walking section of the park. The 
City employed consultants to come with 
a plan to get rid of the silt in the dams 
and find a better way to manage the sud-
den extreme flow of water into the dams 
during summer thunderstorms and ERA 
has been inputting into this process. The 
project is still in progress.  

Come to the AGM or write to      
info@era.org.za to find out more.  

In recent months, Emmarentia has had 
the most crime incidents of all the sub-
urbs that SAPS Parkview covers.  

At the Monday morning Community 
Safety Forum meetings, SAPS compares 
the crime for the week with the same 
week the year before.  

In the last week of January, contact 
crime was up 260% on last year. Con-
tact crime includes murder, attempted 
murder, sexual offences, common assault 
and robbery.  

Emmarentia and Greenside are 
amongst the suburbs with the highest 
vehicle theft. House burglaries and home 
invasions also featuring prominently.   

Another worrying trend is the in-
crease in theft of fuses from mini sub-
stations. 

 

Being proactive 

SAPS Parkview ‘doesn't have enough 
vehicles or staff’, says Chair of Parkview 
Community Policing Forum (CPF), Ger-
aldine Connell. 

Nevertheless she says that the CPF is 
working on a plan to get ‘more security 
resources into the precinct’.  

Currently they are in talks with neigh-
bouring community patrollers. These 
patrollers have been covering the spruit 
from Alberts Farm down to Tana Road 
where there have been a number of mug-
gings of walkers and cyclists.  

Cyclist club, Jozi Trails, is also busy 
finalising a security plan to bring in secu-
rity companies in the areas to be on 
standby 24/7 for any emergency along 

the spruit.  
And to ensure that anyone that is 

arrested is properly detained, the 
Parkview CPF will be spending money to 
secure the police holding cells.  

Meanwhile the CPF is busy finalising 
a survey which they want all residents in 
the precinct to complete.  

‘We want to know residents’ experi-
ences of crime as well as their needs and 
requests so that we can respond better,’ 
says Geraldine.  

Once the survey is ready, ERA will e-
mail residents with details of how to ac-
cess it. 

 

Car guards 

Geraldine is aware of the problematic car 
guards on Greenhill Road. An attempt to 
work with the shopkeepers to install a 
model similar to the Parkhurst carguard 
model has failed. 

She urges those who are harassed by 
car guards to report the incident to SAPS 
Parkview. Without this no case can be 
opened against them.  

Harassment can be dealt with swiftly 
and effectively by going to one of the 
many shops on Greenhill and Komatie 
Road who have the WOZA app and can 
call security.    

Even better—subscribe to WOZA 
yourself and be able to summon security 
at the shake of your cellphone.  

But do remember—not all car guards 
are problematic, tip those that do a good 
job. 

Crime up in Emmarentia and Greenside 
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Upcoming events—

February—May 2020.  

FEB  

15 A-ha Music Concert, Marks Park 

19 Domestic Watch 10-11.30am, 
Sailing Club 

MARCH  

7 Linden Market, JBG 

11  ERA AGM, 19h00, Marks Park  

18  Domestic Watch 10-11.30am, 
Sailing Club 

APRIL  

4 Fun Day, Marks Park 

4R4CH Johnny Clegg Tribute, JBG 

15 Domestic Watch 10-11.30am, 
Sailing Club 

MAY  

10 Seether, Break Out Music Con-
cert, Marks Park 

20 Domestic Watch 10-11.30am, 
Sailing Club 

30  Food Festival, Zana, Marks Park 

Your ERA membership expires end Feb 2020 
Join ERA; help us do what you want us to do: (no increase for 2020/21) 

- R350 per annum per household (R200 for over 65s);  
- R950 for businesses.  
Pay to: Emmarentia Residents Association, Nedbank; A/c: 
1975051173; Branch Code: 198765; e-mail POP to:  
treasurer@era.org.za Find the membership form here http://
era.org.za/join-era/  

* You can get this ERA newsletter and other important notices e-

mailed directly to you. E-mail: info@era.org.za to be put on the mailing 
list 

Do you want to sponsor ERA’s newsletter? 
 It is hand delivered to each and every household (+- 1200) and business in Em-

marentia, 5 to 6 times a year 

 E-mailed to almost 900 subscribers 

in and outside the suburb 

 Posted on ERA’s Facebook                     

    page (1201 followers) and  

    Webpage (+_ 300 hits a month) 

 

Option 1: Sponsor a 4-pager and we will mention your generosity on each page 

AND you get half the back page free for your business advertisement 

Option 2: Or sponsor 1 page and get your company logo at the bottom of the page 

Contact info@era.org.za for costs and details NO DATES CONFIRMED YET for big events like Walk the 

Talk, JUMA/JURA, Avon Walk, Spar Women’s Race, etc.. 

We will inform you as soon as we know.  

mailto:treasurer@era.org.za
http://era.org.za/join-era/
http://era.org.za/join-era/

