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 Briefs 
*  Poor state of some roads in Emmarentia 

Peter Herold who holds ERA’s infra-
structure portfolio has logged complaints 
with JRA on the poor state of Komatie 
and Muirfield Roads but has received no 
response. He is continuing to follow up. 
  

* Rebate forms for ratepayers 
The City of Joburg has released new re-
bate forms for ratepayers. Find these on 
the ERA website:  
https://era.org.za/coj-forms-to-get-rebates-
on-rates/  
 

* Dam study 
City Parks has contracted an engineering 
firm to do a study of the top two dams in 
the dog-walking section of the park. 
ERA has been accepted as an interested 
and affected party. Anyone that wants to 
make an input please e-mail us on      
info@era.org.za  
 

* Dog poisoning—beware 
Recently 40 dogs were poisoned in one 
night in a suburb in Roodepoort. If dogs 
die, thieves can get easier access to burgle 
homes. Experts advise dog-owners to 
keep dogs inside at night if possible. If 
you suspect your dog has been poisoned, 
take it immediately to the vet. Report any 
dog poisoning to SAPS Parkview.   

 

 

 

Ayanda Mjekula, an Emmarentia resident 
since 1992, is ERA’s new chairperson. 
His kids were schooled at Emmarentia 
Primary and Greenside High. 

Since moving to the area to take up 
the post of director of Nedbank in Main 
Street, he has never hesitated to pay his 
annual ERA membership fee. He was 
never too sure ‘what [ERA] was doing, I 
was working full-time [then].’ It was his 
‘civic-mindedness’ that led him to pay. 

Hailing from the Eastern Cape, rug-
by has been in his blood since he was 
young. His activism was nurtured in the 
struggle for non-racial sport. His political 
activism was later to get him expelled 
from Fort Hare university in the 1970s.  

Despite this setback, he managed to 
finish his studies and find employment 
with Ford motor company in Port Eliza-
beth. With an MBA from the US he re-
turned to SA in 1984 and was employed 
by the Permanent Building Society which 
began his life-time career in the banking 
industry.  

Making a difference  
No longer working full-time, the activist 
in him volunteered his services to ERA 
Exco in 2018 because he believes he ‘can 
make a difference’. 

‘Knowing your neighbour’ he says is 
the key to community safety. This goes 

beyond seeing your neighbour over the 
wall. The test for him is whether you can 
recognise them at the local shops as well. 

‘We must be more circumspect about 
the choices we make to secure our safe-
ty,’ he adds. ‘We must consider all op-
tions before deciding on any one meas-
ure that may not always be effective.’  

ERA too has a responsibility. It ‘can’t 
be sleepy and unrecognisable’. It’s got to 
‘be visible’ he says. [ERA] ‘must be fa-
mous amongst other things for [its] re-
sponsiveness, the ability to take up peo-
ple’s issues—even if you don’t solve 
them, but get involved, and stop where 
you believe only the council can resolve, 
and even there, make the council ac-
countable. Then you actually are fulfilling 
your mandate. To be wishy-washy and 
reactive is not helping anybody and in 
fact it discredits the association itself.’ 

ERA is currently re-assessing how it 
does things. It is studying how other 
residents associations operate to see how 
we can improve.  

We welcome any suggestions you 
have. And we’re still looking for volun-
teers, including a secretary to take 
minutes and prepare meeting agendas. 

E-mail any ideas/suggestions/offers 
of help to info@era.org.za or post to 
ERA, PO Box 84582 Greenside 2034  

Meet ERA’s new chairperson 

 Xmas in July cheers Emma-

rentia Eventide residents 

‘Christmas comes but twice a year’ for resi-
dents of the Emmarentia Eventide Home. 

ERA was sadly unable to assist with the 
organisation of the event in 2018.  

But this year, Emmarentia residents and 
shop-owners donated money for gifts and 
food, gave their time to package the gifts, 
made food, donated food and generally 

made residents happy.  
A huge thank you to all 

those that made it a success: 
Anne Askew and family, 
Claire Hoffmann, Andre, 
Jacques, Felicity, Jamina, 
Kathleen Western, Joy Sen, 
Jinty Segal, Sunny Shell, 
Greenhill Grocer, Eastern 

Temptations, Ruby Beck, Greenhill Phar-
macy, Dick Pyke, 
Councillor Da-
vid Hensman, 
Ayanda Mjekula 
(Chair of ERA), 
Joan Gardner, 
Mike Michaels 
(Father Christ-
mas), Richard 
Jones who enter-
tained musically and lastly, to all those resi-
dents that gave money so generously.  

ERA couldn't have done it without your 
help. A fun lunch was had by all.  
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AUG  

4 Liefde by die dam, JBG 

9  Parklife, JBG 

10 Women’s Day Divas, JBG 

24 Shot-hole borer inspection of 
plane trees on pavements in 
Greenside/Emmarentia. 11h00-
13h00. E-mail info@era.org.za  

24 Melville Koppies AGM, 2pm. All 
welcome—park at Kafue Rd en-
trance 

24-25 JUMA/JURA, Marks Park, some 
road closures 

SEP  

8 Colour Run, Roosevelt Park  

OCT  

6  Spar Women’s Race, Marks Park 

20 Avon iThemba Walkathon, Marks 
Park 

Upcoming events Aug-Oct 
 

Walk the Talk is over. Here is the list of 
what’s planned until October.  

Beware fake City 

Power officials 
Worried over residents’ stories of receiv-
ing huge electricity bills that residents had 
to pay to avoid being cut-off while the 
problem was resolved, Emmarentia resi-
dent, Tineke Wulffers, converted to a pre
-paid meter. She thought her problems 
were over.  

But one Friday recently, City Power 
contractors arrived at her door wanting to 
make sure that she hadn't connected her 
pre-paid meter illegally. She let them in, 
they took photos of the meter. Then the 

following Monday, City Power returned. 
They wanted to audit again. She became 
suspicious and refused them entry. How-
ever when she saw them cutting off her 
electricity, she phoned Felicity Gratz-
Lawlor from Let’s Work. Fortunately 
with Felicity’s help the problem was re-
solved. City Power again checked her 
meter and reconnected her.  

According to City Power, thieves, 
posing as City Power contractors, are 
stealing pre-paid meters and then in-
stalling them and connecting them illegal-
ly for customers. 

Tineke recommends that residents call 
their security company to accompany the 

City Power contractor. Or get your secu-
rity company to borrow the contractor’s 
phone to take a photo of the meter and 
then return it to the contractor.  

Despite her ordeal Tineke still recom-
mends that residents convert to pre-
paid—‘monthly it’s cheaper’. Upfront 
charges are R4000 and to convert means 
you have to visit the Braamfontein offices 
in Jorissen Street twice (secure parking in 
de Korte Street) - first to fill in the appli-
cation form and then a few weeks later to 
pay the R4000.  

Note that City Power are entitled to audit 
your meter once a month AND can cut off 
your electricity if you refuse them entry. 

Formalising carguards 
Continual complaints from residents and shop-
keepers over the behaviour of self-appointed 
carguards in Greenhill Road has resulted in a 
new initiative. Geraldine Connell, 
Parkview CPF chairperson explains what’s 
happening. 

The Greenhill Road Security Initiative 
was formed by a group of concerned 
residents and shopkeepers. The com-
mittee comprises members of the 
Parkview CPF, shopkeepers, Ward 88 
councillor David Hensman, Woza app 
developer Paul Nogeuira and members 
of Parkview SAPS.  

They initially met on 12 June to 
formulate an 
action plan. 
The first steps 
were to edu-
cate the shop-
keepers about 
the Woza app 
and have them 
subscribe to 
it. After suffi-
cient shop-
keepers had 
signed up to 
Woza, the com-
munity was en-
couraged to immediately report any 
intimidation or crime by going in to 
these shops and using the Woza app to 
call for armed response.   

On 23 July the car guards were 
called to a meeting at Greenhill Grocer 
where they were told about the plans to 
make them "official". They were very 
pleased with the initiative.  

On 26 July, the car guards had their 
fingerprints taken at SAPS and checks 

are being run to see if any of them have 
criminal records. Only guards without 
criminal records may participate.  

These guards will be given official 
bibs and Ukheshe bank cards so that 
shoppers can tip them without paying 
cash. They will also be trained in social 
skills regarding interacting with shop-
pers as well as in observation and crime 
reporting skills. Once the guards are 
official, shoppers are encouraged to tip 
them as this income is their livelihood.  

Since a similar initiative was imple-
mented in Parkhurst, crime has 
dropped substantially.  

Together we can make our shop-
ping precinct a pleasant and safe place 
for everyone in the community to en-
joy. 

 
 

(Geraldine Connell has recently resigned from 
ERA so that she can concentrate more fully on 
her role as chairperson of the Parkview CPF. 
ERA is very sad to see her go and wishes her 
well in her new role) 

Carguards raise questions at a meeting to discuss their  
formalisation  
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Your ERA membership needed 

Join ERA; help us do what you want us to 
do: 
- R350 per annum per household (R200 
for over 65s);  
- R950 for businesses.  
Pay to: Emmarentia Residents Associa-
tion, Nedbank; A/c: 1975051173; Branch 
Code: 198765; e-mail POP to:  
treasurer@era.org.za Find the member-
ship form here http://era.org.za/join-era/  

* You can get this ERA newsletter and 
other important notices e-mailed directly 
to you. E-mail: info@era.org.za to be put 
on the mailing list 

mailto:treasurer@era.org.za
http://era.org.za/join-era/


Emmarentia is a dynamic, changing sub-
urb. Walk down any road and you are 
most likely to see building materials on 
the sidewalks or building works taking 
place.   

ERA has a building, town planning 
and heritage portfolio that assists all resi-
dents with information on these topics.  
ERA also acts on behalf of the original 
township owner, Lourens Geldenhuys, 
and his successors in title.  

All our title deeds have conditions in 
them that require permission from the 
original township owner, the Lourens  
Geldenhuys Family, before you submit 
plans to the City Council for building 
plans or alterations approval.  

This may seem an outdated require-
ment (as many conditions are) but it does 
allow us all to have better protection as 
ERA requests that neighbours see the 
plans (not approve them) as a common 
neighbourly courtesy.   

In other suburbs, without this clause, 
the first time you will know that your 
neighbour is building is when the brick 
truck arrives!   

It also helps to ensure that building 
work does not begin before plan approv-
al. We urge all residents to uphold the 
law, even for what they may think are 
small, internal renovations.   

It is even better to call ERA before 
you employ a professional to draught 
your plans and get advice.   

Other title deed conditions relate to 
roofing materials, position of outbuildings 
and building lines. Consent for these 
must also be first obtained from ERA.  
Without ERA’s endorsement the City 
building department will not approve 
your plans and will send them back to 
you, wasting further time and causing you 
further frustration. So please always 
bring any plans and title deeds to 
ERA first before submitting to the 
City for approval. 

 

Heritage 
Most properties in Emmarentia were built 
after WWII and into the 1950s, making 
them over 60 years’ old. We are proud of 
this early heritage and some of the old 
homes are beautiful and contribute to the 
charm and appeal of Emmarentia as a 
desirable suburb to live in.  

According to Section 34 of the Na-
tional Heritages Resources Act, No 25 of 
1999, any house over 60 years requires an 

application to the Provincial Heritage 
Authority to obtain permission to change 
a structure.   

In Emmarentia we must make the 
application to the Provincial Heritage 
Resources Agency of Gauteng (PHRA-
G). For PHRAG to approve your applica-
tion, you need to submit a short historical 
report on your house, the original plans 
and any others over the years, photo-
graphs and note what the impact of the 
renovation will be on the heritage of the 
house.   

You must also submit your building 
plans that have been endorsed by ERA.  
This application must be accompanied by 
a letter from ERA. We provide this letter 
after obtaining all the relevant infor-
mation in your PHRAG application, we 
undertake a site visit and we do an assess-
ment and make a recommendation re-
garding heritage approval.   

ERA would like to see as many of 
the original features of your house 
(inside and outside) being retained in 
some form, so we urge owners to work 
sensitively with the old house and 
blend it with the new.  Johannesburg is 
losing so many of its original buildings 
and the thread of history will be broken, 
leaving little for our children and their 
children to wonder at if our generation 
does not try to conserve our past.  

The PHRA-G will then assess your 
application and if successful, stamp your 
plans as approved. This PHRA-G stamp 
is important because the City of Johan-
nesburg will not approve your building 
plans without this stamp nor without the 
Lourens Geldenhuys/ERA title deed 
endorsement on the plans. It is therefore 
imperative that we all work together when 
renovating your home. 

We are grateful to all residents who 
follow these procedures. Find a summary 

here: https://era.org.za/building-and-
renovations/   

 

Support unemployed 

workers get jobs  
Donate to Let’s Work. Keep our 

ward clean and safe.  

City Power news 

 Smart meter installation veri-

fied contractors  
Look out for criminals posing as City Power 
smart meter installers. The following are 
verified City Power contractors for Emma-
rentia: 
Ricardo Septoo - Teamleader  City Power 
ID 50552 
Abram Mosala - technician-
YTN216GP  City Power ID 50568 
Busani Mndaweni -technician-
HNS311GP  City Power ID 15421 
Ellias Tsepe -technician - WRY097GP  City 
Power ID 50559 
Zakhile Pike - technician - WRY097GP 
CityPower ID 50560 
Jermaine Tun-cut off –HL16SJ GP—ID 
09532 

Any problems or concerns please contact 
the City Power Risk Control room on 
0114907900 or call your security company. 

 

 New meter readers 
Tabuka SUSA are the new meter readers for 
Region B (including Emmarentia). Send your 
reading between 20-27 of each month by 
logging onto https://app.munispace.co.za/
citypower/Login  

Include your contact details, name of 
account, account number, and picture of the 
meter showing the reading. Or phone 011 
493 0293 or e-mail quality@susafrica.co.za 

Making changes to your house: the 

dos and don’ts 

Town planner Gemey Abrahams holds ERA’s planning and heritage portfolio. She ex-
plains the importance of following the correct procedures and the steps to follow.  

Contact Gemey Abrahams 
on: 082 459 5266 or  

info@era.org.za for: 
 any building, plans, heritage or 
town planning queries.   
 for the PHRA-G application 
forms and the PHRA-G Guid-
ance note  

Did you know: 

* Pikitup will come and pick up large 
waste items from your house such as 
old mattresses, old furniture, fridges 
and large electronic waste materials 
such as washing machines, dishwash-
ers and freezers.  

Phone them on 087 357 1490. 
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