
 

Issue 1, 

Feb 2017 

No 1, February 2018             The Emmarentia Post                 www.emmarentia.co.za 

E-mail: info@emmarentia.co.za   The Official Publication of the Emmarentia Residents’ Association       www.facebook.com/Emmarentia-Residents-Association-JHB 

Emmarentia residents— 

We want to hear from you 
 

ERA’s AGM, March 14, 6.30pm, Marks Park  
 

Come and listen to what ERA did last year, tell us how you think we performed,    
advise us how can we improve, offer your assistance and help us decide what issues 
ERA should take up this year.  

And if you can’t make the AGM:  

 e-mail your thoughts to: info@emmarentia.co.za 

 Facebook: Emmarentia-Residents-Association-JHB 

 Whatsapp the Whatsapp group you belong to in Emmarentia 
 

These are just some of our achievements over the last year in our suburb: 

 Development – submitted compelling feedback from residents as well as a law-
yer’s letter to City Transformation & Spatial Planning about an undesirable proposed 
development 

 Electricity – secured upgrades from copper to aluminium cables on 8 streets 

 Roads - after pressure on JRA succeeded in getting repairs to potholes and poor 
road surfaces on patches of numerous roads in the suburb 

 Road safety – backed by a petition signed by residents, successfully won a four-
way stop at the Komatie - Greenhill road intersection in the shopping precinct  

 Security - daily engagement with key stakeholders to make our suburb safe. This 
challenge is ongoing 

 Litter - with generous assistance from the late Mikail Schaefer, an Emmarentia 
resident, together with volunteer residents’ own physical labour, removed 10 tons of 
illegally dumped rubble and rubbish and supported Felicity Gratz Lawlor’s Let’s Work 
NPO initiative to keep the parks and general public area clean and clear of illegal 
dumping and rubbish 

 Botanical Gardens - established a partnership with City Parks and Zoo for the 
improved security of selected parks within Ward 88 together with CAP and Beagle 
Watch as registered peace officers 

 Events - raised numerous public concerns with the event organisers and the City 
and continued to try and reduce the number of events and allied parking problems 

 Billing - referred queries, challenged the councillor to address the billing crisis 

 Greenhill shops - approached the Greenhill Road shop owners to manage the 
harassment of shoppers by car guards and offered to broker a security solution 

 Planning and Heritage - with the hard work of Gemey Abrahams, An ERA Exco 
member, continue to manage and approve alterations, additions and new develop-
ments in keeping with the suburb’s precinct plan and its heritage. 
 

Subscriptions for 2018/19 are now due: R300 per annum per household (R150 
for over 65s). Pay to: Emmarentia Residents Association; Nedbank; 
A/c: 1975051173; Branch Code: 198765;  
e-mail POP to: treasurer@emmarentia.co.za  

Many of you are probably already aware 
that I am caretaking as councillor for 
ward 88, following the resignation of 
Nick Lorimer, pending the by-election of 
the new ward councillor. The by-election 
will take place in April although the IEC 
has not yet decided on the exact date.  

I am a PR Councillor representing the 
Democratic Alliance in Council in the 
City of Johannesburg, having been elect-
ed in 2016 to the Council for the first 
time. I live in ward 69 which borders 
ward 88 (200m away) and have lived in 
the area since 1992. I have been involved 
in local affairs through residents’ associa-
tions since 2013 and consequently am 
familiar with the pressing issues in the 
general area and indeed in ward 88.  

As a serving city councillor I have the 
same access to City officials and the ex-
ecutive as a ward councillor and am just 
as well placed to serve your interests. I 
hope that this knowledge will dispel any 
anxiety that you might be experiencing as 
residents of ward 88 as a consequence of 
the ward councillor vacancy.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me 
in regard to any matters relating to the 
City in respect of which you require in-
formation or you have not received 
proper service or assistance from City 
officials. I will endeavor to assist you by 
pointing you in the right direction or 
escalating the matter to senior officials 
or, if necessary, to the executive.  

You are welcome to contact me on: 

082 881 5687 or 

andrewmarais@discoverymail.co.za 

 

Regards 

Andrew Marais 

Greetings from our   

interim councillor 

mailto:andrewmarais@discoverymail.co.za


What was billed as a rates policy consul-
tation meeting at Marks Park on Febru-
ary 19, turned into a feisty meeting where 
residents demanded input on the new 
valuation of properties and how to ob-
ject. This is a very brief summary:  

 COJ has used a computerised system 
to value your property based on the 
sales of properties in your area regis-
tered at the deeds office, as well as by 
using aerial photography and GIS. 

 If you don’t agree with the new value 
COJ has set for your house, you have 
from 20 February until 15h00 on 6 
April to object. 

 You can object by going into one of 
their offices or do it online: https://

coj2018.evaluations.co.za/
eServices/ 

 You can submit some or all of these, 
if relevant, (either online or hand in): 

 Photos of any defects in your prop-
erty, servitudes etc 

 A valuation report 

 An estate agent’s estimate 

 An offer to purchase that shows a 
lower amount than what your house 
is valued at 

 Any development, building close by 
that you think has reduced your 
property value 

 All new rates on this new valuation will 
be charged from 1 July.  

 COJ call centre —087 365 3094  

Be an active citizen 

 Do your bit to STAMP OUT COR-
RUPTION 

 City of Joburg or JMPD — REPORT 
corruption issues eg. requests for 
colddrink or any other unethical 
action.  

☎ 0800 203 712 (24/7 number.) 

 City Power - REPORT any suspi-
cious construction vehicle working 
on the electrical network, whether 
marked or unmarked  

☎  011 490 7911 

☎  011 490 7900 

☎  011 490 7553 

☎  Toll free 0800 003 251  
 REPORT theft and vandalism of 

streetlights on  

☎  011 490 7900 or  

☎  011 490 7504  
 

 REPORT all JMPD emergencies on:  
1.    By-law infringement 
2.   Crime prevention 

☎  011 375 5911 
 

 REPORT traffic lights out,  traffic 
gridlocked, accidents, broken 
down vehicles 

☎  080 872 3342 

How to object to your new valuation 

March  

10 
1pm-6pm 

Large on the lawn—Jeremy 
Loops; Tresor; Nic Preen 
and the World of Birds  

Being a member of a whatsapp group in 
your street or in the whole suburb (like 
the ‘I Love Emmarentia group’) is an 
easy way to check if you are the only one 
on the street without water or power, 
and whether someone has reported the 
issue or if you need to, and what’s the 
progress.  

These groups have helped re-unite 
missing pets with their owners, have 
become a forum to warn other residents 
around security issues (eg. the increased 
mugging of pedestrians in the suburb for 
their cellphones, the theft of a car) and 
are a good way to find a reliable plumber, 
tiler, gardener or whomever you need.   

There’s another reason why it’s im-
portant to belong to a whatsapp group. 
Since last year ERA has been piloting a 
security initiative with key security com-
panies in the area.  

Each time there is a report of a secu-
rity incident by a resident on any one of 
Emmarentia’s different whatsapp groups, 
members of the PPP whatsapp group 

who are on these groups, pick up these 
reports and post them to the PPP group.  
The security companies then take action, 
if they have not already heard of the inci-
dent and in the case of vehicle theft, 
forward the car details to their other 
branches.  

Just recently a resident spotted two 
men jumping into his neighbour’s yard. 
He knew his neighbour was on holiday. 
He alerted his whatsapp group who  
alerted PPP and Beagle Watch and CAP 
managed to apprehend the suspects and 
hand them over to police.  

Find below some of the whatsapp 
groups in our suburb. Whatsapp the 
number given to join. 

 

A word of caution on whatsapp:  
Don’t share photographs, videos of suspect-
ed criminals on whatsapp groups (or any 
social media platform). You will be con-
travening Section 69 of the SA Police Ser-
vice Act and will be liable to a fine or impris-
onment of up to 12 months. 

Upcoming events Feb-April  

We want to hear your views on 

this ERA newsletter: 
 How can we improve it? 

 What issues would you like us to  
cover that we are not covering? 

 Should we continue printing it and 
putting it in your mail box or can we 
just e-mail you? 

  E-mail to info@emmarentia.co.za 

  Whatsapp your ideas to the 
Whatsapp group you belong to  

Name of group Whatsapp to join Roads/Area it covers 

I love Emmarentia 074 501 1174  Entire suburb 

Komatie Road 082 685 5929  Komatie Road and surrounds 

Umgwezi Road 071 859 8646 Umgwezi Road and surrounds  

Emmarentia  

neighbours 

082 809 7723  Entire suburb as long as you are permanent 

residents 

Umgeni  Road 082 809 7723  Umgeni Road 

Caledon Road 082 829 5473 Caledon Road and surrounds 

Emmarentia Ext  082 566 4904  JM, Limpopo, Caledon, Levubu, Olifants 

Join a whatsapp group  

in your street 

Some Whatsapp groups in Emmarentia 

Thank you 
to the team of Bo-

tanic Gardens work-

ers who recently 

cleaned up the 

pavement and gut-

ters on Louw 

Geldenhuys, adja-

cent to the dam. 


